
 

 

The Toledo-Lucas County Public Library is pleased to have the work of many local authors, artists and 

creators on our shelves, and wishes to recognize local literary and creative efforts by including them in 

the collection when possible.  However, the works must meet the Library’s selection criteria and 

standards as set forth in our mission statement, which is available on our Web site at toledolibrary.org.  

The Library can purchase only a fraction of the roughly 300,000 new books published in the United 

States each year, and the numbers of DVD and music releases are similarly daunting. 

 

To assist local authors and artists in their efforts to have their works selected for the Library’s collection, 

this guide includes: 

 The procedures to follow when submitting your work for consideration; 

 Services the library does and does not provide in support of your creative endeavors; 

 A list of Library resources for writers and artists; 

 A list of local arts and writers’ groups; 

 A list of review sources. 

 

How to Submit Your Work 
Send a copy of your finished work to: 

Marketing Department (Attention: Book Review Team) 
Toledo-Lucas County Public Library 
325 North Michigan St. 
Toledo, OH 43604 
 
Please include: 
 Your address and telephone number; 
 Information on pricing, including discounts, shipping and handling fees; 
 Professional reviews or critiques of your work (a list of examples of professional review sources 

appears later in this guide). 
 
Be aware that, due to time constraints, library selectors are unable to meet individually with authors 
and artists. 
 
Submitted works become the property of the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library and will not be 
returned or acknowledged.  Acceptance of a copy of your work for the collection does not guarantee 

http://www.toledolibrary.org/


that we will buy additional copies, and if we buy additional copies they may or may not be purchased 
directly through you.   
 
Most works will not be considered without accompanying professional reviews.  The Library relies on 
professional reviews when making selection decisions—reader reviews on Amazon.com do not fall into 
this category—and it is up to local authors to solicit reviews for their works. Most works not accepted 
for the collection will be donated to the Friends of the Library and may be sold at their book sale. 
 
What You Can Expect From Us 
It is through inclusion in the collection that the Library assists the artist’s efforts to market his or her 
work to the larger community.  On occasion, additional promotion may take place. 
 
For example: 
 An author talk or reception may be scheduled at the Library. 
 A branch library may include the item in a display or list on a particular theme or genre. 
 
The Library bears no further obligation with regard to marketing an artist’s work.  It is neither the role 
nor the responsibility of the public library to provide any of the following services for artists, who are 
fully responsible for securing these services on their own: 
 

 literary agent 

 reviewer 

 proofreader 

 publisher 

 editor 

 publicist 

 producer 

 distributor 
 
To assist you, the following pages include information on library resources, writers’ groups and review 
sources.  Some of these resources are reference items—meaning they can be used only on the Library’s 
premises—while others are circulating.  Check individual library locations for availability.  We hope that 
you find this information helpful. 
 
LIBRARY RESOURCES 
 
BOOKS    
LMP: Literary Market Place  
070 Lit  (Reference and circulating)  
 
Writer’s Market 
808.06 Wri  (Reference and circulating) 
 
Poet’s Market 
808.02 Poe  (Reference and circulating) 

 
Songwriter’s Market 
784.028 Son  (Reference and circulating) 
 
Children’s Writer’s and Illustrator’s Market 
808 Chi or j808 Chi  (Reference and circulating) 
 
 

 
Every year the above titles publish new articles of interest to authors and songwriters.  Also included are 
updated directories of publishers and agents, a calendar of conferences and workshops, a list of contests 
and awards, online resources and more. 
 
A variety of books are available to be checked out from the Library for aspiring authors of magazine 
articles, young adult and children’s literature, poetry, nonfiction, and fiction—including Christian fiction 



and the genres of romance, mystery, horror, science fiction, fantasy, and urban fiction.  There are also 
books on songwriting and the music industry, as well as materials about filmmaking, such as the 
following: 
 
The Filmmaker’s Handbook 
778.53 Asc 
 
$30 Film School 
791.4302 Dea 
 

Planning the Low-Budget Film 
791.433 Bro 
 
The Documentary Film Maker’s Handbook 
791.4365 Jol 

For books on these and other topics, ask your librarian for assistance. 
 
MAGAZINES 
Magazines about the writing life and the publishing industry adopt different personalities, but most of 
them include not only articles and columns but also calendars of workshops, contest deadlines, and 
market listings. 
 

 The Writer  

 Writer’s Digest 

 Poets & Writers 

 The Writer’s Chronicle 

 The Performing Songwriter 

 Filmmaker 
 
WRITERS’ GROUPS 
Different groups also have different personalities—some focus on workshopping and the artistic 
process, others emphasize networking and marketing.  Some organize book fairs, while others are 
simply regular meet-ups wherein members can share material and solicit feedback. 
 
NorthWest Ohio Writers' Forum 
Bob Nailor 
10217 Co. Rd. F 
Bryan, OH 43506 
  
Maumee Valley Romance Writers of America 
Chapter 126 
Connie Phillips 
524 Pauly Dr. 
Perrysburg, OH  43551 
 Phillips.Connie@gmail.com 
  
Point Place Writers’ Group 
Hannah Lammie 
2727 117th St 
Toledo, OH 43611 
Phone: 419.259.5390 
http://www.myspace.com/pointplacewritersgro
up 
(meets 2nd Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m. 
at the Point Place Branch Library) 

Cleveland State University 
Poetry Center 
2121 Euclid Avenue 
RT 1841 
Cleveland, OH 44115-2214 
Phone: 216.687.3986 
Toll Free: 888.278.6473 
Fax: 216.687.6943  
poetrycenter@csuohio.edu 
 
The Lit: Cleveland's Literary Center 
ArtCraft Building 
2570 Superior Avenue Suite 203 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Phone: 216.694.0000  
judith@the-lit.org 
  
Ann Arbor Book Festival Writer's Conference  
500 South Main Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
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Writers on the River Book Fair 
Monroe County Library System 
840 S. Roessler 
Monroe, MI 48161 
 
Toledo Filmmakers 
http://www.toledofilmmakers.com/ 
producers@toledofilmmakers.com 

www.filmfestivals.com 
For information on submissions to film festivals 

across the world.  This can be a great way to 

increase the chances of a published review and, 

of course, to provide a venue for your 

independent film to be seen by an audience.   

 
PROFESSIONAL REVIEWS 
As noted above, professional reviews play a major role in the Library’s decision to add a title to its 
collection.  For best results, approach review sources that target your specific market in terms of genre 
and intended audience.  Market guides such as Writer’s Digest and Writer’s Market will assist you with 
your research.  Remember to read and follow the guidelines set forth by each review source before 
submitting your work to them.  Ask your librarian if you need assistance in finding these resources. 
 
Librarians routinely consult these review sources when considering purchases.  When submitting your 
work for consideration, please include reviews from at least one of these sources whenever possible. 
 
Black Issues Book Review 
501 Fifth Avenue  
New York, NY 10017 
Phone: 312.408.1881 
http://www.bibookreview.com/ 

Booklist 
American Library Association 
50 E. Huron 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Phone: 312.280.5715 
www.ala.org/booklist 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
501 E. Daniel St., MC-493 
Champaign, Illinois 61820-6211 
Phone: 217.244.0324 
e-mail: bccb@uiuc.edu 
http://bccb.lis.uiuc.edu 

Choice 
100 Riverview Center 
Suite 298 
Middletown, CT 06457 
Phone: 860.347.6933 
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/choice/h
ome.cfm 

The Horn Book Magazine (reviews children's 
books) 
56 Roland Street, Suite 200 
Boston, MA 02129 
Phone: 1.800.325.1170 
info@hbook.com 
www.hbook.com 

Kirkus Reviews 
770 Broadway 
New York, NY 10003 
www.kirkusreviews.com 

Library Journal 
360 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 
attn: Book Review Editor 
Phone: 646.746.6819 
www.libraryjournal.com 

The New York Times Book Review 
620 Eighth Avenue, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
attn: Editor 
www.nytimes.com 
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Publishers Weekly 
360 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 
Phone: 646.746.6758 
www.publishersweekly.com 

School Library Journal 
360 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 
attn: SLJ Book Review 
Phone: 646.746.6759 
email: slj@reedbusiness.com 
www.schoollibraryjournal.com 

Video Librarian 
8705 Honeycomb Ct. NW 
Seabeck, WA 98380 
Phone: 360.830.9345 
http://www.videolibrarian.com/about/contact.
html 
 

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
4501 Forbes Blvd., Suite 200 
Lanham, MD 20706   
1.888.486.9297  
E-mail: voya@voya.com 

Washington Post 
Book World 
1150 15th St. NW 
Washington, DC 20071 
Phone: 202.334.6000 
www.washingtonpost.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
These publications may help you publicize your work, but they are not generally considered sources of 
professional reviews for selection purposes.  Neither, for that matter, are consumer reviews posted on 
Web sites such as amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com. 
 
The Toledo Blade 
 541 N. Superior St. 
Toledo, OH 43660 
Phone: 419.724.6000 
http://www.toledoblade.com/ 
 
The Toledo Journal 
3021 Douglas Rd 
Toledo, OH 43606 
Phone: 419.472.4521 
http://thetoledojournal.com/news/default.asp 
 
Toledo City Paper 
1120 Adams St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Phone: 419.244.9859 
http://www.toledocitypaper.com/ 
 
 
 
 

Toledo Free Press 
605 Monroe St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
Phone: 419.241.1700 
http://www.toledofreepress.com/ 
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